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Wool preparation was an important task in colonial America. Wool was used almost exclusively for clothing and household
textiles. While cotton was an important crop in the southern states, it was too labor intensive and expensive for the early colonists in
the North to be able to either process it themselves or to purchase finished cloth. This continued to be the case until the invention of
the cotton gin by Eli Whitney in 1792. However, even after this, wool continued to be the most used fiber.

From raising the sheep to weaving cloth from the finished yarn, every member of the family was involved in the production
of wool. Children learned at a very young age to use a drop spindle.
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